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Meetings have already started for the 2018 Annual Fundraiser Auction.

If you receive Shipshape in time, you are invited to the first meeting of

the year – January 9th 3:30 1300 E. Laketon Ave Muskegon, MI.  

Come – be a part of this Supersized Fun Event in mid-May!!



In 1940 Max and Mark McKee traveled to the East coast where they visited the shipyard that was 

building the ocean liner America.  They admired the furniture aboard.  When they were told, it was 

manufactured by Warren McArthur, they promptly ordered the McArthur furniture for the boat they were 

remodeling in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  As you know that boat was the Juniata to be renamed the S.S. 

Milwaukee Clipper. Fortunately, the Clipper still has much of the rare and very valuable McArthur 

furniture the McKee brothers ordered.  This museum furniture is in excellent condition being displayed 

throughout the public areas of the ship to be viewed by tour guests.

Warren McArthur was raised in Chicago, where his father was one of the first locals to own a car.  

Warren studied mechanical engineering at Cornell University graduating in 1908.  In 1892 his father 

hired Frank Lloyd Wright to design their home in Chicago; thus started a life-long association of the 

McArthur family with Mr. Wright.  Warren moved to Arizona to start many businesses with his brother, 

Charles in 1913.  They started a number of car dealerships in Arizona and a first radio station in Phoenix.  

The McArthur brothers were involved in the Arizona Museum and the Arizona Biltmore Resort.

In 1929 Warren went to Los Angeles where he started a metal furniture business.  With the support of his 

father, both financial and inspirational, Warren created a catalogue of furniture and a number of 

technological innovations in aluminum furniture production.  He produced an extensive line of lounges, 

sofas, lamps and end tables.  He developed new methods of joining aluminum pieces and an anodic 

process to coat aluminum with a protective film by electrolytic means.  This anodizing process made the 

aluminum hard and impossible to tarnish.  It allowed him to give the furniture a lifetime guarantee.  He 

applied for a patent for the joint construction of his aluminum furniture in 1932.  This patent was finally 

received in 1936.

The furniture was recognizable for curved aluminum tubing and rounded edges and color combinations 

like reds & canary yellows and reds & ebony.  He ended the chair and table legs with “hockey puck” 

bottoms that did not hold up as well as the aluminum parts of this very unique and attractive furniture.  

Warner Brothers furnished their new theatre in McArthur furniture.  It could be seen on movie sets, as 

well as, in the homes of movie stars and movie directors.  This distinctive furniture helped define the 

glamour of the 1930s Art Deco era.

Warren was continuously harassed by financial burdens after his father’s death in 1933.  Following the 

bankruptcy of his Los Angeles firm in 1933, Warren relocated his manufacturing facilities to Rome, NY.  

In 1936 he received a patent for aluminum joint construction from US Patent Office, then opened an 

office at One Park Avenue, New York City.  By 1938 the factory was moved to Bantam, Connecticut.  By 

1948 the Warren McArthur Corporation was closed. 

Warren McArthur born August 29, 1885 in Chicago, Illinois and died December 17, 1961 in New York 

City, New York.  The Warren McArthur furniture on the Clipper has become quite desirable and valuable 

among collectors.  We have been told that our collection on the ship is one of the largest single 

collections anywhere.  We are indebted to the McKees that they admired what Mr. McArthur created and 

then bestowed this wonderful treasure to the legacy of our preservation project.   

WARREN McARTHUR FURNITURE

A CLIPPER TREASURE
Written by Jim Plant, President



Following is an excerpt from the book 

“The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”
Steven S. Demos, MD and Marylouise Plant

Page 40….
•Food service on board the Clipper was second to none.  In 1942, the company hired as Chief Steward 

Joe Melf, who was no stranger to the steward’s department having served on other well-known Lake 

Michigan steamers including the Carolina and the Christopher Columbus of the Goodrich Transit 

Company.  He made sure the most appetizing food was available.  The McKees insisted that only 

choice or prime was to be served.  A wide variety of fresh salads and fruits and seven main entries 

were always presented.  Hungarian-born chef, Joseph Sumper, who received his training in Europe, 

cooked and served wonderful food.  Most popular among his entries were excellent roast beef, broiled 

lake trout and fried chicken.  The chicken alone sold 6,000 orders in a single month.  Desserts were a 

delight with a dozen from which to choose.  On average 265 pies of many varieties were sold each 

week.  Ice cream was a big seller, too.  With 220 crew members, sixty in the stewards department plus 

passengers, the Clipper served 1,700 meals during the three daily trips in twenty-four hours.  On 

Sundays, when two complete round trips were made, 2,500 meals were served.      

(Come, take a tour and see the cafeteria where all these meals were served.  

The galley where they were cooked isn’t open for tours, at this time.)

*  The first year of service the Milwaukee Clipper also provided other sources of entertainment for the 

passengers in a space leased to a Chicago firm.  That entertainment was ten slot machines located in 

the area later known as the Soda Bowl.  When the ship was in port, the machines were covered over, 

but once she was beyond the three mile limit, the covers were removed and the slot machines were put 

into use.

These slot machines soon came to the attention of the Muskegon County Prosecuting Attorney, who 

made a round trip on the ship to watch the show.  The following day, July 25, 1941, Sgt. Earl Secrist of 

the Grand Haven State Police post and another officer boarded the ship and attempted to serve a search 

warrant on Captain Hoxie.  Hoxie disappeared from the bridge and put on civilian clothes while 

remaining on the ship.  Officer Secrist was furious that he couldn’t find the Captain.  Because the 

departure was an hour late, the first mate was on the bridge with orders to pull away from the Mart 

Dock, with the officers still aboard.  In mid-lake the officers were informed that they no longer had 

jurisdiction over the vessel.  (That three mile limit was apparently true on the High Seas, but the Great 

Lakes are not the High Seas).  Coins were removed from the machines, and when the ship arrived in 

Milwaukee, they were taken to a warehouse, where they were seized by the Milwaukee Police 

Department.  The whole thing eventually came to a head and the charges that had earlier been brought 

against Captain Hoxie and the owners of the vessel were dropped.  For a few months the slot machine 

fracas caused a stir in Muskegon.  ABC radio’s national news ran a story about the Clipper that sailed 

without its Skipper.

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

If you would like to read more stories and interesting facts about the 

S.S. Milwaukee Clipper and have a beautiful addition to your home library, 

print out or cut out the order form on the back of this publication 

and mail it in or give Marylouise a call 231-744-5101.



ARTICLE FROM RAY HILT

As the year 2017 wound down,  those of involved in the day-to-day 

work on the ship paused for a moment for thoughts and memories.  It is with great 

sadness that we have to inform all the Clipper supporters of the passing of a great 

lady, teacher, enthusiastic Clipper supporters and Captain Bob Priefers’ wife, 

Lorraine.

I have had the pleasure of knowing this lady for a fair period of time, 

and thoroughly enjoyed her quick wit, spontaneity, and unending support for those 

of us who have struggled over the years to bring the ship to the forefront of 

development.

Lorraine was, above all, a teacher of Muskegon children, and was 

highly respected by her former students.   Her sense of humor was always evident.  

I remember one time, when at a Clipper party, she took the floor and began telling 

a story about raising children and a teacher’s position in that job.  After a few 

minutes into that story, it became obvious that the child she was talking about was 

the Clipper.

Lorraine’s support of the Clipper went back well before the ship came 

back home. And she had lots of stories about raising her family and dealing with 

every day things while Bob was onboard ship.  Together, they were a great couple 

to know.

The Clipper family, she so long supported, pays respect to her and her 

great family she left behind. May they find comfort in the memories of the 

wonderful lady Lorraine was, as they move on with their lives.  We all wish her 

Godspeed for a job well done.

**************************

In the next newsletter there will be some announcements of great importance to 

the future of the Milwaukee Clipper.  So stay tuned…..     We hope you all had a 

very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Ray Hilt

Museum Curator
S.S. Milwaukee Clipper



THE CAPTAIN’S CORNER!

Many of you know, the Captain spends his winters in sunny Arizona.  I’m sure this 

year he is thoroughly enjoying the warm weather, while watching the Weather 

Channel about Michigan.  Usually he works on a list of what needs to be done next summer, 

but this year he is probably taking care of personal business while basking in the sun.  Don’t 

get too excited, Rick and Bill, because you know better than most, he will have that list for you 

when he gets back home.  I’m sure he knows that all of us here in Muskegon are wishing him 

the best, as he brings in the new year. Hugs to Captain Bob.      

…………….Smooth Sailing

Captain Bob Priefer

P.S.  What about Charlie Nobel.  Has anyone seen him around the ship??

Haven’t seen him, but maybe Charlie will show up next year!!

……………………..

Farewell Lorraine,  We will miss your comments at our get-togethers.  They were always right-on-the-

money.   Being the wife of the ship’s Captain serving on the Great Lakes, can be a lonely life.  You were 

blessed with three little girls to raise on your own; and I must say you did a good job.   I know you will 

keep track of our Clipper and her crew from above.

Jim & Marylouise Plant

……………………..

OWE!  Where do we begin?  Captain Bob Priefer lost his beloved Lorraine this past month.  She had 

been battling that ravaging disease, Alzheimers, for many years now.  She was such a sweet person to those 

of us who worked on the Clipper.  Praising us at every corner no matter how many years she knew you or if 

you were just here for a day or two.  Always commenting about our devotion in her Christmas cards, too.  

We’ve missed her for the past couple of years, but she’ll never be forgotten in our hearts.

Dave and Sandy Ferski

HONOREE & MEMORIAL CORNER
We have some very loyal “Friends of the Clipper”.  They show their love through donations in memory 

of,  or just to honor a loved one:   OR just a “LOVE OF THE SHIP”.  Here is a listing of some we’ve 

received since the last newsletter.  
Thomas Hinman Family LLC…………….. Honoring: Thomas Hinman, Norwalk, OH

Helen Gancarz…………………………….. Honoring: George & MaryAnne Micka

Rebecca & Brad Billinghurst……………… Honoring: Coke Billinghurst on his birthday

Ralph & Gladys Rogers, Ravenna, MI McCrea Clipper Preservation, Vero Beach, FL

Alex Klostelnik, LaPorte, IN Greg & Judith DeWeerd, Norton Shore, MI

Thomas & Allegra Clark, Hanover Park Il.           Arthur Rothschild, Racine, WI

William Perkins, Lowell, MI Mary Wehrle-Schnell, Milwaukee, WI

Robert Westphal, Northville, MI Chuck & Mary Lonergan, Muskegon, MI

John Walter, Muskegon, MI                                                     (daughters’ wedding on board)

Lane & Jill Anderson, Warsaw, IN

If you would like to recognize someone – just send your donation and our Treasurer will forward your 

information to me for publication.



** WANT AD **

ITEMS NEEDED

* Pontoon Boat

* Welder

* Electric Sanders

* VOLUNTEERS

* Portable Band Saw

* Electric Hand Grinders 

* 5.8 hp or more portable

Air Compressor

w/hoses & hammers

* Funding for Marine Paints

*(* VOLUNTEERS!

All shapes,  ages & genders !

Thank you - Blarney Castle Oil Co.

for the drums to provide proper 

handling of the restoration waste 

products. 

231-683-1590

Thank you to our sponsors!

What a miserable end of 2017, seems like everyone I 

know had a cold that lasted for months; even thought 

about buying some stocks in Kleenex & Nyquil.  Hoping 

2018 is going to be heathier.  This severe cold spell should 

kill all germs for the whole 12 months.

In case you want to contact the Editor, please use my new 

address.  I’m trying to get away from the earthlink address, 

even though Shipshape will still be sent through it.

Use davsanferski@Hotmail.com            Thanks!



FRIENDS OF THE S.S. MILWAUKEE CLIPPER

Support the restoration and preservation of the S. S. Milwaukee Clipper –A National Historic Landmark!

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc. is a 501(c)3 non profit organization.  All donations are tax 

deductible!  Donations will be anonymous unless otherwise requested.

Please accept the enclosed donation of $ ________ in support of the efforts of S. S. Milwaukee Clipper

Preservation, Inc. in memory/honor of ____________________________.

Earmark these funds for the following project(s):  _____________________________  (Call for suggestions)

Please place my name and address as listed below on the mailing list for Shipshape, the quarterly newsletter

I would be willing to volunteer my time to the following Clipper activities:

Fundraising Publicity Working on the newsletter

Maintenance Museum/Gift Shop Restoration work

Security at the Clipper Other ________________       Archiving

I would like to volunteer !  Please contact me at the address below with more information.

Name _______________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

City, State, Zip________________________________________

Contact Phone Number ____________________ Email Address _______________________________

Please mail this form to: S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc.

PO Box 1370

Muskegon, MI  49443-1370

OR

Send the above information via email to:   milwaukeeclipper@gmail.com 

The S. S. Milwaukee Clipper Preservation Inc, a non-profit 501(c)3 corporation, was organized in April, 1997 for 

the sole purpose of restoring and preserving the steamship S. S. Milwaukee Clipper and to create an on-board 

Great Lakes Maritime Museum to educate and inform the public about our Great Lakes maritime heritage.  

Your continuing donations and volunteerism will ensure our success!         Thank you for your support!

Use the form below  to order your copy of “The S.S. Milwaukee Clipper, An Illustrated History”
………………………………………………………Cut along this line…………….…………………………………………………
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